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In late February and early March, Kathy and I took a trip
to Australia to attend the first International Cleanskin Sheep
Conference in Adelaide, South Australia.  The event spotlighted
all of the hair and shedding sheep in the country and their
growth in numbers.

There were several speakers, and the talks can be
accessed at the web site for the conference,
www.cleanskinsheep.com.au. All the breeds were on display
and several had shows, including Dorpers and White Dorpers.
The event was a great success and will be held again next
year.  It is interesting to note the Dorper sheep have gained
total acceptance, and in many cases a premium prices, in the
commodity market in AU.  The speaker for one of the largest
abattoirs stated that it was unprecedented for a breed to gain
such acceptance in such a short period of time.  The Dorper
is perfect for Australia’s domestic and export markets that
want a carcass of 45-55 lbs.

After attending the conference, we went to visit friends
in the outback.  The first was Nonning station.  Nonning is
located west and north of Adelaide about 300 miles.  The
closest town is a mining community called Iron Knob.  From
there, you travel about one and a half hours on dirt roads to
the one million acre property.  Angus McTaggert runs 30,000
White Dorper cross ewes, down in numbers due to drought,
in an organic operation.  We spent three days visiting and
looking over the sheep.  I’ve shown a goat trap used to
capture feral goats.  They trap and ship 10-15 thousand goats
each year to try to keep the numbers under control.

From Nonning, we drove to Broken Hill, a 10 hr drive.
We planned to spend the night, and then travel on via Minendee
to our friends, Phillip and Trish Palmer on their outback
station.  As we sat in our room at about 11pm, it began to
rain, the first significant rain in many years.  The next
morning, our friends called and said that all the roads from
Broken Hill were closed.  They are dirt roads and were either
flooded or too wet to travel.  We had to detour to Wentworth
and back to get to the station, about a 6hr trip, but made it to
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the Palmers.  They run 14,000 White Dorper cross ewes, also
for the organic market.  They were dancing with joy for the
rain, since they had had no significant falls for 6-7 years.  They
have, since our visit, had a lot more rain and the feed is
exceptional.  Had we been there one week later, we would not
have been able to leave for about 2 weeks due to road conditions
and flooding.

We then traveled to Hay and spent the night with Ken and
Tertia Butcher, who have Bushveld White Dorper stud.  Tertia
is the editor of the local paper and owns a travel agency.  She
put together the trip to South Africa to see Dorper sheep and
the World Dorper Show in 2007 that Kathy and I were invited
to participate in with 14 Aussies.  We had a great time and this
is where we met all many of our fellow Dorper breeders we
were visiting.  She is putting together a tour to the U.S. next
year.  They will begin at Sedalia for the national Dorper show
and sale, then to Texas and end out in Oregon to spend some
time with Kathy and I.  Be sure to say hello if you are at the
Mid-West sale.

We traveled from Hay to our friends, Paul and Jenny
Bayard, who have a small White Dorper stud near Melbourne.
We had a great time helping get a string of sheep ready for a
show on the weekend.  They did very well, with top placing in
the Dorper show, and a very strong showing in the Supreme
run against all breeds.  They will be visiting us in August this
year.

Kathy and I then traveled on to Tasmania, a place we had
not visited.  We spent a week looking at the countryside and
just kicking back.

It was great to once again go to Australia and have a chance
to visit old friends.  They have a very large and successful
Dorper and White Dorper industry, and any breeders planning
a trip will find the Aussies are very friendly and willing to help
you see both the country, but the Dorper industry.  Anyone we
ever contacted to see their sheep have been more than
welcoming.
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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events

July 23-24 Southern States Dorper Show & Sale, Hyder-Burkes Agricultur e Pavilion, Tennessee
Tech University, Cookeville, TN
For More Information: Doug Gillespie at Dorpers@ymail.com

July 24 West Coast Production Sale, Red Bluff, CA
For More Information: Wes Patton at 530-865-7250 or www.westcoastproductionsale.com

July 31 1st Annual Tennessee Junior Dorper Show, Carthage, TN (in conjunction with the Smith
County Fair).
For More Information: Daniel Rivers at 615/354-3731 or jdrivers@locustcreekdorpers.com
All Youth in Tennessee and surrounding states are welcome.

Aug. 7 Hillcr est White Dorpers & Tower View Dorpers 4th Annual Ram Sale, Gate City, VA
For More Information: John Redwine at 276-708-1878 or David Redwine at 423-384-1982

Aug 19-29 Kentucky State Fair, Louisville, Kentucky (Dorper/White Dorper classes new this year)
For More Information: www.kystatefair.org

Sept. 18 (changed) Texas Hill Country Dorper Show & Sale, Fredericksburg, TX
For More Information: www.thcdorperassociation.com

Sept. 24-Oct. 17 State Fair of Texas, Dallas, TX
For More Information: www.bigtex.com

October 9 4th Annual Midwest Hair  Sheep Sale, Washington County Fairgrounds, Salem, IN
For More Information: Dave Embree at 812-755-4414 or Blanche Perkins at 812-967-4554, or
Purdue Extension-Washington County at 812-883-4601 or Website: www.wcsheep.org

October 16 2nd Annual Sheep Show, Sumter County Fairgrounds
For More Information: Johan du Toit at 352-568-3056 or email: johan@dutoitdorper.com or
Website: www.southeasterndorperclub.org

QRSRR Registered Full Blood
White Rams & Ewes

SEE-EYE DORPERS
Chloe Iiams
13177 FR 1195

Aurora, MO 65605          

417-846-6835 lv. msg. 417-389-5570 Jack Reed after 7 p.m.
see-eyedorpers@yahoo.com

Deborah Gale

Prairie States
Insurance Agency, Inc.

1216 NW 50th 
Oklahoma City, OK 73118

Direct (405) 235-5541
Fax (405) 235-5225
Toll Free (800) 627-4677

www.prairiestatesinsurance.com

dgale42801@aol.com

Providing Mortality Insurance for the Sheep Industry
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Twin County DorpersTwin County DorpersTwin County DorpersTwin County DorpersTwin County Dorpers
Fullblood & Purebred White Dorpers

Isabelle Lauzière & Lloyd Wendel

30881 Ranch Road 385                830/864-4717
Harper, Texas, 78631            lewendel@ctesc.net

Quality Br eeding Stock Available

G.F. & Deb Kennedy
Gary Gorter * P.O. Box 188

Pipestone, MN 56164
507/825-5341

 

VSFCP Fall 2001

Stone Axe Farm
Meat Sheep for Modern Producers

Bill & Martha Howell
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www.stoneaxefarm.com
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Roger Jones 

670 Highway 424 
Russellville, AL 35653 

(256) 332-9420 
Cell: (256) 460-2406 rodajo@hughes.net 
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HAPPY HILLS  FARM

DR. DEBORAH  LEPLEY

(727) 207-1109

deborahlepley@yahoo.com

501 Libby Road l  Babson Park, FL

Full Blood l  Purebred l  Percentage


